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+ ADVERTISEMENT. 


"I-23 VIN G! n6T finiſhed! the Courſe of 
| Sermgns. for the Year 1695. Thoſe of 
the Preſent Year belonging to the ſame Argu- 
' ment, will (God willing) be ſpeedily Publith- 

ed. $i; xhic; Ofder; viz. - Copcerning the Ralf of 
Scripture, atid The Way of Interpretation. 
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The PerfeFion of the Evangelical Revelation. 


SERMON. 


Preached at 


St. Martins in the Fields, Nov. 4- 1695; 
BEING THE ; 
Eighth and Laſt of the Lecture 
For that .Y = 4 n;, 
Founded by the Honourable | 


ROBERT BOTLE, Eſquire. 


By FOAHNWILLIAMS, D. D. 
Chaplain in Ordinary to His Majeſty. 
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God who at ſundry times , and'in divers 

mamers ſpake in. time paſt uns the Fa- 

thers by the Prophets, bath in theſe laſt: 
days ſpoken unto us by bis Son, &C. 
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AE N which words (as I have ſhew-, 
LC ERECS  cd) thete is, 
er =: Fant Deſcription, of Reyelati-' 
FISESs on, 'tis God's ſpeaking. * + 
PUFINE The Certainty of ſuch a. 
Revelation, God ſpake, "ris taken for gratited. 
3-.-The. Order obſerved in it, it was gt ſun- 
dry times. La, [ps | 
4. The Perfe&tion and Completion of all; 
God hath in theſe laſt Jays ſpoken unto us by bis San. 


Under the Third, 


(1.) L Have conſidered the ſeveral ways by 
which God did reveal himſelf, as Inſpiration, 
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"IF" Te "IT i the A RI AR between 


Divine fnſpirations, ad Diabolical Illpftons , 
and Natural 'Tmprefſions, 


(35).l an pr to, Hr he th the {« ſeveral periods 


Law, and under 
I Oro the's Hidial } Af Reve- 


£ 
th From. fiſt co "FI fro | the \lawer+tg. the 
higher -depree, and the perpetual xelpec one 
od ro the other. 
bn I am fd conlider, why God did thus gra- 
diaNly: and at undry times proceed Ihr 
his Will to Mankind ; and why be di nei 
Aſt epmmunicate his W; | to the vT 
packer Y, As od in the 14/PUaies by Wi Gar? 
bing E rg gol with4 


Us . 
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Ws wat, what #91 Thew the Perfe- 
Rion of the Goſpel Revelacion, and that. there 
is not to be any. other ; Revelation 'r if the, end 
of the World. © " enum 04- 

[ have here a large Field; before, 2nd 
many diflicule Points to treat of ; bur becauſ 
this &ehe ConcudidpLedurecof che {Vear; \ 
ſball/ lunyir:bp; and;paſs chrough the Nx 
with as much brevity as the time will allowz; 
and with as much attencion as I can; though 
[| muſt 
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I mpſgfall ſhore. of. what the Spbje& and Nature 
No ns gs :o be be llok Rk oe pd he 


wg Ot here, be treaked of... 


#4 + £ 


pur Adam tothe Deliverange hy nts ee out 
of; Egypt, and the. giving the Law at Mount 
Sigi, which, included in it the ſpace an Two 
thouſand five hundred Years, and upward. :... 

The Meſaical or Legal: State, was char, whi ich 


extended froni thedel; yery 0 the 1Law at Sine 


ro the preaching of John-the Baptiſt, wich whom 
ended, the time paſt, and the la daies began; 
anfich included, in jt.che ſpace of: Ong. thouland 
four hundred Years, and upward. | 

The Evangelical State,, is that-which began 
with John the Baptiſt, and is to continue. co. the 
Worlds end.. 

In the conſideration of theſe theee States, | we 
may obſerye, That there is a great difference be- 
tween them, and a gragdual-aſcent from, the. leſs 
perfe&t to the greater,;, ſo that the, Moſaical is (us 
perior to the Patriarchal, and the Evangelical to 
the Moſaical, When 


WY Is fn. 


When 1 ' lint the Patriarchal,- 1: ror to 
give it all the adyanrags, by fooking -ypoii/.it as 
a State of Revelation, and-not BA SES of 
Nature; for Þ have before proved, that there 
was 2 Revelation fromthe be; zinnjng , ,” and)de- 
rived down by a-conſtant Pegree and Sticeef: 
fion, more or leſs. But whatit was, we muſtin 
free pare rather conjeQure,' than can! cerciinly 

eſp! cla ally 'as-ro the Antediluviai State. 
For the” Havids (wepr' away the whole 
Stork of the pngodly Caitites, it was the deſign 
of Providerice that their Memorial ſbould per P 
With them: Ari#'ſo the Divine Penman contra 
ed that State, and giveg, us only a Breytat of 
whic paſſed before the Flood. 

"We have there Ae Hiſtory of the Creation , 
Fall, and Recovety of Man ;' :apd may obſerve 
how ſezſonably pi God' ititerpoſed for 
his Comfort gh ps by. the promiſe of the 
Seed of the Woman. We may obſerve further , 
How tor the mainzinimg of his Authority, and 
the manifeſtation. of his Juſtice, and Holineſs, 
and ro imprint' on''the 'minds of Men a dread 
of offending for'the facure, and to keep up an 
expetition of the Sor! of God's: appearing. and 
becominig a Sactifice in oyr Nature , God efta- 
bliſhed fromthe "__ firft'a'courle of TN 
y 
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by the means | of "which! Atonement! Sinners 
might have a right Notion of -Almighty God : 


when his Juſtice and Mercy were thus inter- 


mingled ; 'that they might not' be encouraged to 
preſume on one hand'; nor be thrown into 
deſpair on the other. | 

We may obſerve farther, how God provided 
for the preſervation of Religion, ' and eſpecially 
Revelation; by the Longzvity of the Patriarchs, 
and a Race of Holy Men,” who were Prophets 
and Teſtifiers of his Will; of: whom there was 
a conſtarit Succeflion;; thar by a long Converſa: 
tion betweeri Father'and- Son,” Progenicors' and 
Succeflors, what was wanting in Records and 
Memorials, might befſupplied. 

We may oblerve-farther, how ineffeftual this 
courſe proved in the IfſJue, how degenerate Man- 
kind grew, ſo inflexible and incorrigible, that 
ro purge out this peſt of Impiety that had'infected 
the whole Race,” God rook up a reſolution 
of diſcharging the World of that impious 
Stock, and to raiſe up a new Seed: from the 
Righteous" Noah; and that iſſued-in: the Flood, 

This 'is the ſhort Hiſtory of the firſt Sixteen 
hundred fifty fix'iyears of the World, the Ante- 
diluyian State. | 
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The Revelation; ſo- far as it is handed down 
to us'in Moſes, 'was then obſcure ;- Bur a Reve- 
lation they bad, and Prophets, and;thoſe of the 
higher Form : Inſomuch,-thact ſome of the Jews 
hold ; that Enoch, in particular,, was endued 
with a higher degree of Prophecy than Moſes 
and Elias. 

But whatever it was, the ſum amounted to 
this, That God was reconciled to man after 
his Apoſtacy ; that he had eſtabliſhed an Atone- 
ment; and that in proceſs of time the Son of 
God ſhould in our Nature actually appear, and 
become a Saviour to us, and' be a Propitiation 
for our Sins. 

But there is a farther branch of this Patriarchal 
State, which is the Poſt-Djluvian, after the 
Deluge. 

Here we are in part in the dark as before ;' for 
there were no leſs than Three hundred ſixty 
ſeyen years, at the leaſt, paſt ( for ſo long it 
was from the Flood to Abrabam's departure out 
of Haran) of which the Inſpired Hiſtorian 
gives little account. All chat we have, js the pro- 
geny of the Sons of Noah, and their diſperſion,and 
the diviſion of Tongues upon the fooliſh attempt 
at Babel, 


The 
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- | The reaſon of this ſeems to be much the ſame 
as before the-Flood-;-and that was the general 
depravation of Mankind, of which the Fai at- 
tempt at Babet was an Inſtance ; and the Call of 
Abtahamt out -of the Land of the Chaldees an 
Evidence: | 

For the reaſon of that Call of his, was the 
[dolatry then growing upon the World , the in- 
fe&ion of which, ic ſeems, the Family of Sem 
had not alcogether eſcaped :For this the Ance- 
ſors of Abraham are charged with, Joſh. 24. 2,14. 
And-then jt was in him that pure Religion be- 
gan to life upits head again ; and for that' reaſon 
that he might become an eminent Inſtrument for 

reſerving and promoting it, God revealed 
himſelf to that Holy Patriarch. . (INT 

And' this is the Third Branch 'of the Patri- 
archal Period, which I may call the A4braamical 
State. 

The firſt Revelation of this was { as afore- 
aid )* ro Adam, which was, that it ſhould” be the 
Seed of the woman, (whom the Serpent had ſeduced, 
and thought co have brought his ends about by ). 
The next opening of this grear ſecrer of *Divine 


Wiſdom was, 'that this' Seed, or'Meſfras; ſhould 


deſcend from the Stock of Abraham, viz.” hi thee 
fhall all families of the earth be bleſſed, Gen. 12.3. 
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which the Apoſtle apphes to: Chialt; Gab. 3-716. 
and to; which Abraham bad a relpe&:in the Birth 
of Jfaac, when he gave' him that Name, which 
fgnifies laughter, or rejoyciog, Gen.' 21. 3. Thus 
our Saviour -interprets iti in; that;allubon, Your 
father Abraham rejoyced to ſee my day, and.,was' glad, 
John8$8. 56. _' 21 i nol 4/13 1 
This was the reaſon: why Meſes.did ſo care- 
fully draw. down; the Pedigree .of Sem, -which 
terminated .in Abrohom-; paſſing Hlightly-by ithe 
Hiſtory of his Ptogenitors, | and. taking up that 
of this Patriarch, in whom the. Holy, Seed did 
more; illuſtriouſly -appear : ' And why alſo. he ſo 
punCtually/ſer down the time-when this promiſe 
Gan-6Y to Abraham was firſt made, and which as the 
22.18, Principal of all, God did ſeveral times repeat to 
Gen. 26. him; and alſo' to Iſaac and- Jacob, at the firſt 
#3. 14, time he is ſaid to have appeared tothem. 
Gen.25, So that though they had a ſtanding Oracle, 
22,23- and had other Revelations, yet this of the holy 
Seed' was the chief: Revelation, and which was 
upon all ſolemn occaſions renewed. 
But though Revelation did eminently con- 
duce-to the good of the world, where, it was 
amulged and- received, and afforded.a,niuch 
brighter and more certain-light than Nature 
and Reaſon of it (elf did; yet even here Rove 
| ation 
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lation: made, as it were, a pauſe, and the Pa- 
triarchal State gave 'way- to another which we 
call, 

2. The Moſaical, which had a manifold ad- 
vantage of the other. 

As 

(+,) That Religion here was National, and 
the People were entire and embodied into one 
Society ; whereas. it was otherwiſe among the 
Patriarchs, as in the cafe of Terab in Meſopotamia ; 
Melchiſedec, and even Abraham, in Canaan; and Job 
in Arabia; where Religion and the Church was 
rather Dameſtical than National. 

(2.) The State of the Jews was a Theocracy, 
and the whole of it, whether as to matters Civil 
or Divine, was eſtabliſhed by God's peculiar 
appointment, - and under heh immediate Re- 
giment they were; having his Miniſter Moſes 
their Mediator, Gal. 3: 19. and God making 
them his peculiar and propriety, Deut. 4.33. 14.2. 

(3-) It was a typical State,, under, which one 
of greater excellency, and thereafter in proceſs 
of time to ſucceed, was adumbrated, I mean, 
the Evangelical : So chat their Rites, and parti- 
cularly their Sacrifices under that Diſpenlation, 
had-a peculiar reſpect to the great Sacrifice, the 
lamb ſaid to be ſlain (in God's Decree, and s 
: the 
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the vertue of it ) from the foundation of the world : 
And which thoſe Rites and Sacrifices were in- 
tended for the farther ratification, and for the 
preſervation of in their minds. 

(4.) I may add, there was an improvement 
made upon this Legal and Typical State, by the 
Prophetical; which was enobled by the many 
illuftrious Prophecies, more eſpecially concern» 
ing the Meſſiah, as to the time of his Appear- 
ance, his Birth, and the Place of ir, his Family, 
Sufferings, Miracles, ReſurreQtion, Aſcenſion, 
in abundance of circumſtances relating thereun- 
to. And when in the declenſion of the Jewi 
Scate, Prophecy might be expetted ſhould decay 
with it, it on the contrary increas'd, till on the 
ſudden it wholly ceas'd, when the Revelation 
of that kind, and for that fealon, was ſufficient : 
For what could have been more punQual than 
what was already Revealed ? 

(5.) After this there was a long "interval of 
above Four hundred years, and a ceffation' of 
that Prophecy and extraordinary Revelation 
which had continued in that Church for the 
ſpace of above a Thouſand years, from the 
time of Hoſes to that of Zechary and Malachi ; 
at the cloſe of which it had been foretold, that by 
the coming of the Mefliah, Prophecy and Revela- 
| tion 
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cion ſhould revive, and a more plentiful effuſion 


| of the Holy Spirit ſhould then be, than had 


been ever before. Now what ſhould be the 
reaſon of this, but that there might be raiſed in 
that People the more earneſt deſire after the 
approaching of that happy Age; and that they 
might thereby be convinced that their own In- 
ſirution was not to continue for ever, and that 
there was a more perfect Diſpenſation which they 
were to expect, and which was to riſe, as it 
were, out of the aſhes of the other. 
And that is 

3- The Evangelical State, which is the cloſe 
and completion of all; in which the Rites of the 
Law were completed, the Types an{wered by 
the Anti-T ypes, and the Prophecies were ful- 
filled and interpreted by the Event, So that 
the New Teſtament is the evidence and proof of 
the Old; the one declaring what. is to come, 
and the other ſhewing that it is came; both 
bearing an exact correſpondence to each other, 

I proceed to the Fourth Branch of the Third 
General ; where 

4. I am to conſider why God did thus gra- 
dually and at ſundry times proceed in Revealing 
his Will co Mankind, and why he did not at che 


firſt communicate his Will te them as __ 
an 
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T be Perfeion of 
and petfeAtly, as he did in the laſt days by bis 


Son 2* 
So that there are Two Queſtions to be reſol- 
ved. | 

Q. 1. Why God did not communicate his 
Will at firſt? _ 

Q. 2. Why in theſe lyſt days ? 

A. (1.) Asto the former ; it may as well be 
asked, Why God did ever promiſe? And why 
he did not actually give at the ſame time when 
he promiſed ? 

It may again be as well asked, Why there was 
ſuch athing as Prophecy, and that the things Pro- 
phecied of were not at the ſame inſtant accom- 
pliſhed, as they were predicted ? 

And if that be the queſtion ; it may again as 
well be acked, Why there is ſuch a thing as Suc- 
ceſſion > Why there are Cauſes and Effefts ? And 
why all things are not Exiltent at once? And 
why all Ads are not done together ? For Promi- 
ſes and Prophecies imply Succeſſion; and to re- 
quire there ſhould be no Promiſes and no Pro- 
phecies, is, ia effe, to require there ſhould be 
no Succeſſion, 

(2.) A Promiſe on God's part , implies the 
certainty of the thing in its ſeaſon, as well as a 
Prophecy. A Progliey is certain becauſe of 
God's 
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God's infinite Power , Wiſdom , and Know- 
ledge, to.foreſee what will be the effe& of ſuch 
Cauſes, what the events of ſuch Actions, or 
how he will order and accompliſh them : And 
a Promiſe implies beſides that, his Faichfulneſs, 
and that he will infallibly:ſee to the accompliſh- 
ment of it. And-ſo whatever is Promiled. or 
Prophecied of by Almighty God, is as certain 
inics Cauſes, and-ſhall be in the Event, as if ic 
-was now in being or now done, or that we had 
it in actual poſſeſſion, 

(3+) Iris as much, if not more, for the Ho- 
nour of Almighty God, that there ſhould be a 
Succeſſion of Beings, Aions, and Events, as 
if they were all Exiltent-at once; and conſe- 
quently as much to order ſuch Beings, Actions, 
and Events in Succeſſion, as it is if they were 
preſent. 

(4.) As there are in Nature a Firſt and a Se- 
cond, and ſo on in progreſſion; and all things 
appearing in their proper time, order, and 
courſe, till by degrees 'tis raiſed to its higheſt 
Perfe&ion : So it is as accountable for God to 
make known his Will to Mankind, to begin and 
carry it on, from a leſſer to a higher degree, as 
he ſees fit; and upon aſtrit examination has as 
much Beauty and Order in it. And to have all 

C Revye- 
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Revelation at once, would appear as irregular as 
for all Mankind to have lived and died all at 
ONce. | 

(5-) Eſpecially is this, where ſuch Revelaci- 
ons are ſuited to the ſtate of the World, and that 
the Diſpenſation of one Age would not ſuit the 
Temper and Circumſtances of another; of 
which we have an inſtance in the Jews, who 
were of that Temper, that a burdenſome and 
Ricual Religion was more fit for them than 
another more Refined and Spiritual, and whoſe 
External and Gorgeous Form was accommodated 
accordingly to it, as under age, Gal. 4.1. And 

Heret, therefore it is wiſely obſerved by Theodoret , 

Fab. |. 5- vupeles Tei; hAuuUys TEpTPiper Trad\U 1aceTz 6 Os% 3 

* 1" That God ſuited his Inſtruftions to every Age of the 
World. And we have good realon to believe this 
to be ſo, becauſe there was ſuch a gradual pro- 
greſs in Divine Revelation, as has been already 
ſhewn. 

(6.) This is ſtill the more accountable, if we 
conſider that the Obligation of Mankind- ariſes 
from the Notification of the Divine Will; and 
that according as the Revelation of it is, ſo is 
the Obligation. And therefore thoſe that have 
no Reyelation ,' are not upon the ſame ftri& 
terms with thoſe that havez nor are thoſe _ 

ive 
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live under the lower Diſpenſation , upon the - 
ſame terms with thoſe that have the higher : 
So the Apoſtle St. Peter, Of a truth I perceive that ags 1 «. 
God is no reſpefter of perſons ; but every one that 34. 
feareth God, and worketh righteouſneſs is accepted of 
him. | | 

But this in part belongs to the next Queſtion. 

Q. 2. From hence we may be able in part to 
reſolve the other branch of the Queſtion, viz. 
Why God did not at thefirſt ſend his Son to des 
liver his Will to the world, as he'did in the laſt 
days ? | 

Celſus, a great Adverſary to the Chriftian Reli- 
gion, from the conſideration of Chriſt's coming 
ſo late into the world for the Redemption of 
Mankind, compares God to Jupiter in the Co- 
medy, wamtp tt Ti paurps umvs Qiinyiong, 4s waking Origen. ; 

| contr. 


out of a long ſleep. 
 Butthis may as well be abjottad againſt any Celſ.1.6. 


ſpecial at of Divine Providence; and . were 
there'no other an[wer to be given, this were fuf- 
ficient. But as there were many Prophecies 
concerning this ſtate of things to be accom-. 
pliſhed by the coming of Meſſiah, ſo we ſhall 
find ſufficient reaſon For the Juſtification of 
Divine Providence in laying this Scene ſo remote 


from the firſt Ages of the world. | 
C 2 For 
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For 
1. By this means we fee what a wonderful 
Concatenation there is ia the Divine Operations, 
and how'11n an orderly courſe all Events ſucceed 
according to his determinate Will, and what he 
has foretold. For there is a Hittory, as it were, 
of our Saviour before his Appearance; and by 
the Deſcription and Chara&ers given of him in 
Scripture for Four thouland years together, we 
__ be able to. prove, thathe isthe Meſſiah. . 
...It doth not feem that the world was pre- 
—_ for it before. For if Chriſt had been Born 
and Died as ſoon as Adam had Sinned, there would 
not have.been among Mankind the (enſe of their 
Condition, and of the need they ſtood in of 'a 
Redeemer, and of the Goodneſs of God in pro- 


viding one for them z:nor of-che Neceflity of the 


Divine Power to reſcue them, . if they had'not 
had a long experience of the ineffefualoeſs of 
any other coute.or means for it. 

3. Wearero confider;thatthe benefic of Chriſt's 
Death, looked backward as well as forward, 
and took place from the firſt publication of the 


Promiſe. 


For 
(1.) Immediately after the Fall, God did pro- 
miſe, Thar the feed of the woman ſhould braiſe 
the 
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the Serpent's head; and” this being a Promile 
made to Adam, he himſelf muſt conſequently 
have the benefic of it: For what adyantage or 
comfort could it' have 'been to him, that Four 
thouſand years after there ſhould be a Deſcendent 
fromhim that ſhonld- become a Saviour to them 
that -were at that time'in being, and that ſhould 
then and afterward believe on him ? 

(2:) We are to conſider, that this Promife 
oave- Adam as much a title to the benefivof' ſuch 
an atonement, and was to him as ſtablea ground 
of- comfort, as if- it had at. the ſame-:time been 
actually executed ; or as-it could be:to any that 
lived in or after the time that this.atonemens 
was offered', and the promiſe in att refpects 
punually made good. 

'Heace we readin St, Paul, of the grace that was. 
in Chriſt 'Jeſms before the world be 'gan ) ©&e9 Yer Eiwvicyy 
of ancient times, 2 Tim. 1.9. But is now made 
manifeſt by the appearing of our Saviour ; and that 
notin dectee only, bur in fa&t; ſo the ſame Apo- 
tle uſes the phraſe, the hope of eternal kife, which 
God that cannot lye, promiſed, Wes Yevrev ciWriey, bes Tit. r. 2 
fore the world began ;-it's a promile made in time, 3. TT 
and which he-chere diſtirguithes from the mani. 
feftation of'it. So the Gofpel was preached before to 


Abrabam, Gal, 3. 8. and whoin the Faith of ir, res 
joyced 
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joyced and was glad, John 8. 56. This is implied 
Heb. g. 25, 26. Then muſt he often have ſuffered 
fince the foundation of the world ; which implies 
that all ſin, fince the foundation of the world, 
was forgiven with reſpect to that Aconement. 
So that when there was a promiſe of ſuch a 
means for our Reconciliation to God, and in the 
vertue of which the Penitent might plead for 
pardon, it was equally as advantageous to them 
that belieyed in him that was to come, from the firſt 
publication of that Promiſe, as ifchey had then had 
a plenary poſſeſſion : So that Chriſt might be well 
ſaid to be the lamb ſlain from the foundation of the 
world, Rev. 13. 8. 

4. I may ſay, in all appearance there was 


not a more proper time for the coming of our _ 


Saviour into the world, and for all the Events 
depending upon it, than-that in which he ap- 
peared. 

And that if we conſider, 

(1.) The general expeRation of it, in con- 
formity to ancient Prophecies, This was noto- 
rious among the Jews : So Luke 19, 11. They 
thought the kingdom of God ſhould immediately appear ; 
that 1s, the Kingdom of the Meſſiah. 

So we find Simeon and Anna, and others, 
waited for the conſolation of Iſrael, Luke 2. 25,38. 

of 
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of which number was Joſeph of Arimathea, Mark 
15. 43» 

Nay , this or ſomething like jr, was got 
among the Gentiles : So Tacitus, the Roman Hiſto- Hid. 1. 5. 
rian, Many were perſwaded, that it was contained in © * %** 
the ancient Writings of the Prieſts, that at that time it 
ſhould come to paſs, That the Eaſt ſhould prevail, and 
that They ſhould proceed from Judza who ſhould be 
Lords of all ; which was a Prophecy of Velſpatian 
and Titus. 

Saetonius another Hiſtorian, ſaith, That «t was 
an old and conſtant Opinion that had prevailed all over * 
the Eaſt: This the Event, {aid he, ſhewed to be 
meant of the Roman Emperor; but the Jews ap* 
plying it to themſelves, Rebelled. 

This is agreeable to what is ſaid by Joſepbus,the Joſeph. 

Jewiſh Hiſtorian, who ſaith, ** That which Rirred - _— 
« up the Jews,and-brought final Ruin upon them, ©'** 
* was the opinion they had from xprowts dugiti@., 
« ſome doubtful Prophecy in the Sacred Writings, 
« that at that very time there ſhould ariſe from 
* that Countrey one of themſelves that ſhould 
* Govern the whole World, 

(2.) Ic was a proper time, becauſe as the- 
world had all along the experience of the inabi- 
licy of all human means for reforming the Man- 
ners and Tempers of Men, ſo in that age more. 

| | __*_ _ elpecullys, 
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De civ. 
deil.2.c. 


I9, 


eſpecially, TIF the Wildom of the world 'was 


in its height both among Jewsand Gentiles, 
"When among the Jews they were at that time 
as averſe to Idolatry, as ever their Anceſtors 


had been inclined to it, and were in all the 


punRtilio's of the Law as exact and fcrupulous, 
as they were skilled in the Letter of it; and yet 
our Saviour found matter enough to condemn 
and chaſtiſe them for, and their prattice was a 
fir Comment on that of the Apoltle, Rom. 8."3. 
What the Law could riot dv in that it was weak through 
the fleſh. So St. Hierom Comments upon it, 
Now the time was fulfilled, when through evil cuſtom 
10 man could keep the Law. 

And if we turn our ſelyes to the Heathens, 
Learning is acknowledged to have flouriſhed in 
the time of Auguſtus beyond any Age; and yer 
that Age ſeemed co equal it ſelf -in Vice, not 
only as the Apoſtle deſcribes it, Rom. 1. 29. bur 
as it is confirmed by their own Hiſtorians : So 
St. Auguſtin deſcribes it, 1am not the firſt that report 
it, but their own Authors; behold, before the coming of 
Chriſt, and after the deſtruBtion of Carthage , the 
manners of their Anceſtors were negleFed, not as before 
by little and little, but like a torrent by a ſtrange precipis 
tation; ſo much was the truth corrupted by luxury and 
avarice, 


Now 
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Now when the world was thus corrupted un- 
der the beft haman means, -What could be 4 
fitter ſealon-for our Saviour's Appearance? And 
therefore the Fathers, as Origen and Tertullian, 
triumph'd; over the Philoſophers, and deſpis'd 
their artificial methods of Vertne, as too weak 
for ſo great and:noþle an undertaking, 

3: It wasa fitſeaſon,as way was made for the 
propagation of the Goſpel by the diſperſion of 
the Jews, and the"ſuccels of the Grecian and Re- 
man Arms. ; 

(1.) By the diſperſion of the Jews, '&c. For 
as their Law did ſerve to introduce the Goſpel, 
to which ic had a Relation, and of which: ic 
was a proof; ſo by their diſperſion upon the 
Caprivity ( whence many of them never re- 
turned ) and by other ſabſequent means, many 
of the prejudices which other Nations had 
againſt che Jewiſh Religion and Nation, were 
taken off. 

And this was much furthered by the Tranfl:- 
tion of the Old Teftament into Greek ( which 
was then the General Language). From whence 
[ am apt to think, that the Opinion mentioned 
by the aboveſaid Roman Hiſtorians, did ariſe. 7t 
was , faith Tacitas, in the ancient Writings of the Antiqui" 
Prieſts ; And indeed their ex Judea proſefti qui re» _ 
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rum potirentur, . owt of. Judza ſhould proceed thoſe that 
foould Rule the world, ſeems to be but the Latin 
of the Greek in Mic. 5, 2. ax os %end/or9) diyturry 
Out of. thee ſha} come a Governor, as it is in Matth, 
2.6 : or in the Septuagint, 1# I) «5 «porn, that 

there ſhould be 4 Ruler. 
'Uiimes And Tacitus's way: of expreſfling it, that the 
Leſeeres Eaſt ſhould yank is a manifeſt alluſion ro the 
"=" fame Tranſlation, which renders the word , 
Netzar, the Branch (the Name aſcribed to our 
Saviour in the Prophets ) by *AzT2), the Eaſt ; 
lo Jer. 23.5. Bebold the days come, ſaith the Lord, 
V. Ii. that 1 will raiſe wito David a righteous branch, or 
| wee the Eaſt; and « King, that King, ſpall rejgn and 
15,16, proſper, aud ſhell execute judgment and juſtice in the 
Zech. 6. earth, Now this Verſion having been in whole 
Luke 3, Or in part, undertaken for the uſe, and at the 
78. requeſt of Prolomy Philadelpbus King of Eg ypt , 
about Three hundred-years before our Saviour, 
was in many hands; and ſo ſuch a material part as 
thoſe Prophecies could not be overlook'd. And in- 
deed with theſe Prophecies there may be a good 
account given of thoſe fore-cited places in the Ro- 
man Hiſtorians, but otherwiſe they are unintelli- 
gible, as appears by their application of them to 
Veſpatian and his Son: Titus, for want of underſtand- 
ing the true intent of them, and the reſpeR they 
had to the Mefliah: 2. Ano- 
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(2.) Another tneang was the ſuctels of 'the 
Grecian and Roman Atm ; the former of which 
by Alexander, and the latter by Pompey, Fulius 
Ceſar,and Auguſtys,had opened a way into moſt of 
the remote parts of the then known world ; and 
by which means, and the civilizing the moſt bar- 
barons People, there was a freer commerce and 
accels. | 
[It muſt be confeſſed, That the Power of God 
can conquer all difficulties ; and "which we'have 
an exemplification of in the Goſpel, where the 
Barbarians and Scythians felt the wonderfalt power 
and prevalency of it, as well as the ſofter and bet- 
ter diſpoſed Greeks and Romans : The Word preached naf 
with Power overcame all buman Nature, ſaich Origen. 9977 : 
Buc-God doth inthe. moſtexttzordinary Caſes, 7 wwe. 
uſe ſometimes ordinary means; and eſpecially wor 2 
was this obſeryable, thatar that very time of our };rg. ,.. 
Saviour's Birth , 'the- Gates of the ' Temple - of «ez. 
Janus at Rome wereſhut, which were only int the Cont 
time of an univerſal Peace; and which had hap- p. 58. 
pened but twice from the foundation of that 
City, till the Reigts of Huguſtns (though twice” * 
before this in his Reign, as remember). 
And this was a very fit ſeaſon for the Prixce of 
prace tO appear in, and what:imthis ſence did've- 
rify che Angels Antliem athisBirth; Luke's. r4. On 
| D 2 earth 
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earth peace, good wall. amongſt, as, well as towards men- 


And fol am brought to the Evangelical State; 
where Lam,” 


4th General, To ſhew the Perfeftion of the 
Goſpel Revelation, and that there is-not to be 
any other Revelation tothe end of the world ; 
ſoit is here, hath in theſe laſt days ſpoken unta us by 
his: yu; which implies, '_ 
. The cloſe and concluſion of all, it is #1 the 
Li ow / 
-.2+. Fhe Perfe&ion of the Goſpel Revelation, 
it. is by his. Son. 
1. Thecloſe of all,.it is in the laſt days. 
To whichall former Apes had a relation, and 
a Which, being he ef thay wete to be.con- | 
fummared; 0 
Here, ſetting aide all fubdivifians of: time; 
. we may conſider the world, asto Revelation, uns 
der 2 twofold Period, vin, the Former and, the 
Latter days. 
ici 2.2... Ang ſo, the Prophets ſpeak of the laſt days, as 
Mic. 4.1. different from what both-were before, or what 
were in their own time. 
Now intheſe laſt days, there is a certain part of 
time circumſcribed, which in reaſon is to have 


(ch charaors belonging toiras it may boknoWes 
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by-them when -ir was to commence, without 
which the Epotha-was-not to: be determined, So 
thar the firſt ching to be conlidered ts, When theſe 
laſt days began, and what are the Charatters by 
which that time is to be known? 

And theyare ſuch as thee. 

; (1.) Fhe appearance of a Perſon, that from 
his ſpirit and cemper, the Scripture calls Elijah, 
Mal. 3. 2. and4. 5 .who-was to be the Forerunner of 
the Meſſiah, and'toprepare the way for his reception. 

(2.) The Reſtauration of the Spirit of Prophe- 
, which ceaſed among the Jews from the time 
of Zechary and Malachi; (as has been before ob- 
ſerved and: was to be reſtored in the laft days. 
Joel 2. 28. Afbs 2. 16, 
(3:) Many Impoſtors which: were: to- appear, 
| 2nd whodid not appear till-abour the time of the 
laſt days, according to our computation of them ; 
{o 1 Jobn 2. 18.1t is the laſt time ; and as ye have heard 
that Antichriſt ſhall come, even now are there mary: Ans 
tichriſts ; whereby va. know: that ' it is the laſt times; 
V. Matth. 24. 5, 24+ 
(4: Thelaft days were; when the Mefliah bim-+ 
| ſelf did appear; called the fulneſs of time; Gal.4. 45 
and foit is expreſs in the Text, hath in theſe laſs 
days fpoken unto-us by bis Son. To which we may add 


the:Conyetlion of theGentiles, I/a,2.2.au4.63, 1,054 
From 
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From whence it is.evident, that there is ſuff- 
cient ground for theſe ewo Perjods, vig:the-Eormer 
and the Latter days; and that-the Latter began 
with our Saviour, and continue to the-end of the 
world, whenſoever that ſhall happen : And 
therefore as it is called the fulneſs of time, becauſe 
itis the completion and conſummation of all ; 
ſo itis called the cloſe of the Ages, ( wetranflate it 
the end of the world ) or the laſt days, becauſe there 


. were none to come after the expiration of this; 


and comprehends in it (as aforeſaid )' all the 
ſpace of rime from Chriſt's firſt, ta his ſecond Ap- 
pearance.. Heb.g. 26, 4ﬆ: 1,11. oS..- 

And ſo there can be no other time, and ſo no 
other Revelation ; for as. long as the laſt days 
hold, ſo long the prefenc Revelation/is to conti- 
nue; and then there can no more beany other Re- 
velation,than there can be laſt days beyond the laſt, 

And this will be confirmed by the next Branch, 

2, The PerfeRion of the Goſpel Revelation, 
included in that phraſe, Godin theſe laſt days 
hath ſpoken tous by his Son. 

'Tis but reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that fince there 
has been a gradual Progreſſion in Revelation from 
time to time, and from a lower to higher degree 
(as has been already proved)that the honour of all 
in the cloſe ſhould be reſerved for the-Son- of 
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God; to whom the Prophets were Harbingers, 
and the Angels themſelves Miniſters: This is 
the foundation of the Apoſtle's Argument, and 
the drift of his Diſcourſe, .in this Chapter, be- 
ginning with the Text, 'God who at ſundry times --- 
hath in theſe laſt days ſpoken unto us by bis Son, whom 
be bath appointed htir of all things --- being made ſo much 
better than the Angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained 
4 more excellent name than they : for unto which of the 
Angels ſatd be at any time, Thou art my Son, 8c. ? 

Now as the Son is the laft that appears, ſo be- 
yond his there cannot be fuppoſed to be any. other 
Revelation, bur that the Revelation mult belike 
to himſelf, Perfeft and Compleat ; and fo there 
can be no other Goſpel ; and whoſoever pretends 
to another,falls under the Anathema of the Apoſtle, . 
Gal. 1, 8, 9, If any preach. any other goſpel than ye 
have receivea, let him be accurfed. For here it'1s ; 

1. That we find the great Prophecies ful- 
filled in the Meſſiah ; whoſe CharaRters, though 
many, all center in our Saviour, as to Perſon, . 
Time, Place, Qualifications, and Event. 

2. In Him are all the Types fulfilled, and all 
the good things accompliſhed, which the Rites of 
the Law were the ſhadow of, Heb. 10. 1. 

3. By Him is the moſt Perfect Revelationot the 
Will of God made knowa to the world, of all that 
God has promis'd and we may expect. 4. By: 
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4- By Him have we the moſt Perfet Rule, the High- 
eſt Motives, moft Noble Principles, and Glorious Re- 
wards, and all things that copnduge.to the PerteAion and 
Happineſs of Mankind. JE i - 

So that to any one that reads ind compares thoſe ſeve- 
ral Diſpenſations- before ſpokea of together, as he muſt 
acknowledge there is this Gradation,{o that the Chriſtian 
Inſtitution is for the Matter ang the Evidence of.it ſupe- - 
rior to all ; and it will be as evideht, that # can be ex- 
ceeded by none. | | 

.For it is asperfeCt as can or rited to be ; ' for we'cannot 
aſcend higher in our Notions and Conceptions of things 
than we are there taught. ; We.cannot exceed its Rules 
in our PraQtice, nor be defeCtive in any neceſſary part of 
our Duty, if we adviſe with and obſerve it. Nor can we 
deſire more exceilent Encouragements and Rewards than 
are thereid propoſed, ſuchas are Eternal. So that though 
the Law of _Natare,. or of Moſes made pet ere Jer 
the bringing in of 4 better hope by the Goſpel did. Heb.7.1 9. 

And-now we have nothing farther to expe, no more 
another Reyelation than another Meffiah ; no more than 
another God-to reward us, and another Heaven ro re- 
ward us with, 

And with this I am to conclude, having paſſed, by 
God's Aſſiſtance, through the ſeveral Heads I at firtt 
propoſed in the oe of this Le&ure. The Argu- 
meat is the moſt Noble Subjett in Religion ; what has 
been wanting ia the Management of it, is to be aſcribed 
to the Weakneſs and Imperfteaion of the Inſtrument ; 
But if there has beeg anything offer'd, which may tead 
to the farther: Proof and »Coofirmation, the, Illuſtration 
and Improvement of it ; its tobe aſcribed to God, who 
is the giver of every good gift. 

From him muſt -we, wait for Pau Bleſſing and Succels, 
and To Himbe all Honour and G ory, &c. Finis, 
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